Pioneers, Prospectors and Trout:  La Plata County’s Rural Legacy

The San Juan Mountains Association (SJMA) has teamed up with local archaeologist and historian Jill Seyfarth on a survey of our local history. Over the past year and a half, we have been privileged to immerse ourselves in La Plata County’s history. During this project we have driven hundreds of miles and photographed, recorded, and documented 100 important historic sites across the county and we have produced a historical overview of the county’s history. Some of these historic sites include ranches and farms still worked by pioneer families, railroad bridges, historic churches, one room schools, mining and homestead cabins, dude ranches, and rural stores and businesses.  Working with local historians and, in partnership with the La Plata County Historical Society, we are developing an exhibit that will summarize the project. This project was funded by the Colorado Historical Society with a grant to, and funding by, La Plata County. In the near future, the results of the project will be available on the county's web site. 
Throughout the project we have been honored to meet and listen to the stories of the remarkable residents of our county. We have photographed and recorded the sites, but it is the stories that bring these places to life. From conversations with long-time residents at the Red Mesa Bakery, to hikes across spectacular high alpine ranches and Electra Lake, to walks around Tiffany and Allison, we have seen the county with new eyes.  We have a new appreciation for the hard work, courage, and tenacity that it took to settle and survive here.  We have learned about the importance of family, the fragility of life, and the bonds of rural communities.  Above all, we have come to understand how fortunate we are that descendents of these early pioneers are still among us and how important it is to collect their stories and histories for our children. 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 10th, when the Animas Museum will unveil the project exhibit “Pioneers, Prospectors, and Trout: La Plata County’s Rural Legacy”. We will present some of the results of this project and host the families that have shared their histories.  We are hoping for more great stories and that we see you there!
For additional project information please contact:

Ruth Lambert Ph.D., Cultural Program Director, SJMA 385-1267

Or 

Jill Seyfarth, Principal, Cultural Resource Planning 247-5893
